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Worthingway Newsletter: 9-17-18 

Words Matter: 

Two weeks ago, I sent a message regarding student requests to have schedule changes.  I shared 

that at the three week mark, schedule changes would be more difficult due to the timeframe.  I 

outlined steps for making changes, which included making change requests by that Friday.  I had 

a student miss that deadline, but followed up with an email to me on the following Wednesday.   

 

Her email started: “I would like to arrange a schedule change. Though I am aware that the due 

date for said changes was Friday, I wasn't sure at the time if I wanted to be moved. I am deeply 

sorry for the inconvenience, but I truly feel like my school experience would be lifted if the 

change could be made.” 

 

My response back was: “Given how well written this is and how well you advocate for yourself, 

I think I can make an exception to the deadline.  Nice work, I'm proud of you.”   

 

I am so proud, that at Worthingway, we work to develop a culture in which students feel 

comfortable advocating for themselves.  We work to ensure that they all know that Their Words 

Matter too!  I’m not sure that at 13 years old I would have had the confidence to mail a letter to 

my principal (since we did not have email) asking for consideration in a situation.  Students may 

not always get the answer they want, but I will always listen and I will always celebrate when 

students work to advocate for themselves.   

 

 

9/21, Fri:    Books and Bagels  8 a.m. WW Library 

____  _________________________________________________________________________    

 

PTA News: 

Oct 2     PTA meeting in the library - 7PM with special guests from the levy committee  

Oct 4     Fundraiser at Blaze Pizza - all day - 7166 N High. This is now a monthly reoccurring 

event on the first Thursday of the month. In October, it falls on the first Canteen night so maybe 

consider it a date night! 

 

Have a Kroger card? 
Worthingway PTA benefits from Kroger Rewards. It costs you nothing and we receive a portion 

of the pool of money Kroger sets aside for non-profits. To update your card, click here. You can 

search for Worthingway PTA or use the code (RF924). Please share this information with others 

such as grandparents, friends, and/or aunts/uncles who can support the school at no cost.  

 

Dr. Bower’s Community Coffees: 

October 12 -     Polaris Panera 

November 16 - Urban Coffee 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=7166+N+High&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/


 

All are 8 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Dates have not been set for January through May.  Once they are scheduled they will be posted 

on the district website. 

 

Books and Bagels: 
Our first Books and Bagels get-together will take place on September 21st at 8:00am in the 

library. The book selection for this month is Maybe a Fox by Kathi Appelt and Alison McGhee. 

Any interested students should read the story and join us for a lively discussion and delicious 

treats! 

 

Robotics Club  
The first after school robotics club meeting will be Thursday, October 4th from 3:50-5:00 in 

room 30, Mr. Baird’s room. We are competing in the First Lego League competition, which will 

take place in a few months. If you wish to come in during your lunch/community time or 

homeroom please see me to arrange a date/time. Remember, no prior experience in robotics is 

necessary to join the club and there is plenty of room for more students.  

 

Box Tops for Education: 

Calling all Box Tops! The homeroom who turns in the most Box Tops by October 18th will win 

a pizza party! Send them in as soon as possible! 

 

What’s new in the classroom! 

 

Global Languages:  

Mrs. Laird 

7th grade French students are preparing small skits/conversations in groups of three to showcase 

their speaking skills - they're doing great!!!  Ask them to share with you.  Our next unit will 

cover l'Île de Paris and students will get to share in project form what they know about Paris. 

 

8th grade French students are learning how to use question words and will create skits that their 

audience must be able to determine the answers to who, what, where, why, when.  

  

Ms. Fellows 

Mrs. Newcomb 

Spanish 1a is working to become fluid with greeting, asking how someone is doing, introducing 

self and others and saying goodbye.  All students should be practicing these phrases out loud and 

completing regular written homework or working on Quizlet as their teacher indicates.   

 

Spanish 1b is learning how to talk about families and learning about trends in families in places 

where Spanish is spoken.  Students should be working on family words and relationships. Sra. 

Newcomb’s students have a summative on Tuesday over family members, possessive adjectives 

and describing family members.  Chores and the ever popular argument about whose turn it is to 

do which chores are up next! 

 

Language Arts: 

Mrs. Baker, Ms. Hill, Ms. Wilson 

ELA 8th Grade: We will continue to read Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes. We will work 

on applying our skills of summarizing and making inferences.  



 

 

Ms. Beasley   
We have started The Outsiders! Enriched students are also reading an independent book with the 

same theme to prepare themselves for their literary analysis at the end of the unit between the 

two books.  

 

Mrs. Perkins 

7th Grade ELA: We will continue our study of the novel The Outsiders. The students will be 

introduced to lessons on context clues and mapping and summarizing pages from the book.  

They will also analyze the poem Nothing Gold Can Stay by Robert Frost.  

 

 

Ms. Cready  
7th grade Creative Writing - Students are creating illustrated Poetry Picture Books as part of our 

Poetry unit.  

8th grade Creative Writing - Students are working on a collaborative Classroom Newspaper unit 

for our Information Literacy focus.  

7th grade Graphic Novels - Students are beginning their Superhero unit this week.  

8th grade Graphic Novels - Students are exploring Japanese culture and traditions through a 

Miyazaki film as we work on our film study unit. 

 

Science: 

Mr. Canterbury 

8th grade science - we are beginning our messiest, most engaging and hands-on lab of the year: 

stream tables! We will be looking at how small amounts of erosion and deposition over long 

periods of time can result in large changes to the Earth's landscape. 

 

Mrs. Spencer 

The 8th grade science students are beginning to look at erosion caused by water.  Our stream 

table lab resulted in the demolition of some dream homes and others located on the deposition 

side of the stream survived.    Next week we will look at the impact and causes of sink holes, 

mud slides and creeps.  

 

Social Studies: 

Ms. Speicher 

7th Graders: We will begin our Greek Polis simulation, in which students will research and 

become their own Greek Polis 

 

8th Graders:  We begin our study of the transatlantic slave trade through our film study of Roots 

and an inquiry activity using Tom Feeling's masterful, illustrated work, 'The Middle Passage' 

 

Mr. Tisdale: 

Grade 7: We will be watching the film "Troy" for our Ancient Greece unit.  This is a clean 

version that differs from the one you would find in stores that is rated R.  We will then start our 

unit on "Greece at War" where they will be given a city state to research and then use in a class-

wide simulation to see which Greek city-state will conquer Greece. 

 



 

Grade 8: We will be wrapping up the Atlantic Slave Trade unit next week.  We will be taking a 

Google Expedition to a southern plantation and tobacco farm.  We will then analyze the book 

"The Middle Passage" by Tom Feelings. 

  

Robotic and Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling): 

Mr. Baird  

1st period 7th grade robotics students are building and programming their Lego NXT robots. 

Starting to program through the Maze activities. 

 

7th period 7th grade robotics students have completed their About Me and Game projects 

through basic programming in Scratch. Now they are beginning their robotic arm activity. 

 

7th grade Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling) students completed and raced their 

Gutter Boats. The next project will be building cardboard furniture. 

 

8th grade Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling) students are beginning to model their 

rocket designs in SketchUp and Inventor, then will build them out of 2-liter bottles, please have 

your child bring one in to the class. 

 

8th grade Robotics have completed their games in Kodu and are peer reviewing them. The next 

project is building a catapult with the VEX robots. 

 

Music: 

Mr. Reed 

7th Grade Choir students are learning how to follow a score, singing two new songs and practice 

more complex rhythms. 

 

8th Grade Choir students are learning about key signatures, piecing together some tricky 

harmonies and electing student leaders. 

 

7th Grade General Music students presented their Artist Influence Projects and are creating 

listening maps for a popular song. 

 

8th Grade General Music students have mastered their second groove, are soloing, and 

discussing what it means to truly listen. 

 

Art: 

Ms. Zambito 

We have been super focused on building our art foundational skills with contour drawings (line 

drawing). I bet if you asked your kids they would say the drawings are challenging. Your kids 

are making some very unique looking work, all while developing their observational art eye. We 

will be combining these unique drawings with watercolor techniques. We have been playing 

around with different materials like baby oil, rubbing alcohol, salt, plastic wrap, doilies, and glue 

and seeing how they will manipulate the paint. All work and no play makes for dull work, glad 

we have this chance to experiment. So far the projects have so much character! 

 

Health 

Mr. Wiedenhoft 

7th grade  



 

The next topic being covered in health class will be on the different body systems. Systems 

covered will be, 

Cardiovascular System 

Muscular System 

Endocrine System 

Nervous system 

Digestive System 

Skeletal System 

Respiratory System 

Immune System 

 

8th grade- Students have been learning about multiple first aid & safety concepts & techniques. 

They also are creating first aid manuals with the information covered in class.  

 

School Office: 

Mrs. Swearengen 

Ms. Trueman 

Mr. Kellenberger has emailed families about the Sandy Hook Promise: Say Something Initiative. 

A parent flyer will be mailed out to families as a resource. 

 

Picture retakes are on October 4th from 9:00 - 10:00. Retakes are for any student that did not get 

their picture taken already this year. Retakes are also for any student who did not like their 

picture or proof. Please bring your original picture to turn in to get a retake. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the office at (614) 450-4300. 

 

Lunchroom News: 

Mrs. Johnson 

Did you know???..Breakfast is part of the School Meal Program.  If you are on the free/reduced 

program you can get breakfast for free or $.30. 

 

Weekly Breakfast Menu: 

Monday...Cinnamon Pancakes, Juice, Milk 

Tuesday..Apple or Cherry Frudel, Juice, Milk 

Wednesday..FrenchToast, Juice, Milk 

Thursday..Ultimate Breakfast Bar, Juice, Milk 

Friday..Super Donut, Juice, Milk 

**a variety of cereals are also an option, as well as gluten-free cereals** 

 

Lunch: 

Monday..Chicken Tenders w/ dinner roll or Cheese Pizza,corn, carrots, seasonal fruits, milk 

Tuesday..Mac-n-Cheese or Pepperoni Pizza, peas, sliced cucumbers, seasonal fruits, milk 

Wednesday..Breakfast for lunch or Cheese pizza, hash brown potatoes, celery sticks, seasonal 

fruits, milk 

Thursday..Beef Tacos or Pepperoni Pizza, black beans, romaine salad, seasonal fruits, milk 



 

Friday..Bosco sticks with Marinara, sweet potato fries, cherry tomatoes, seasonal fruits, milk 

**Substitutions are sometimes required with all lunch choices** 

 

GENTLE REMINDER: 

For those of you on the free/reduced program...please make sure you filled out the form for this 

year, 2018-19.  If you are still using last year's form, it will expire 9/26/18.  After this date 

breakfast will be $1.60 and lunch will be $3.00. 

 

Please call 614-450-4350 (Mrs. Johnson) with any questions. 

 


